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The 2025 Idaho Rural Success Summit: Event Program

Coeur d'Alene Casino Resort Hotel | Worley, Idaho

Event Center

Day 1 - April 30, 2025

Please note: All times are in Pacific Time (PT), 5 minutes have been added between sessions for
transition time

7:00 a.m. - 8:00 a.m.- Vendor Set Up*
Doors Open

e 7:00 a.m. - Doors open, find tables, and networking with vendors
e  7:45 a.m. — Breakfast & Refreshments

Event Begins/Opening Remarks

e 8:25 a.m.— Quick welcome from Emcees Kelley Packer, Executive Director at Association of
Idaho Cities and Paul Kimmell, Regional Business Manager, Avista Corporation

e 8:30 a.m.— Coeur D’Alene Tribe Color Guard and Drums

e 8:55a.m.— Coeur D’ Alene Tribe Opening Remarks — Coeur D’ Alene Tribe Vice-Chairman Gene
James

e 9:20 a.m.— Governor Brad Little Opening Remarks — VIDEO

e 9:30 a.m. — Kick-off from Emcee’s

Rural Business Block

e 9:45 a.m. — Small Business Succes Story — Northwest Fourslide, Matt Mellinger, Tooling
Manager and New Part Integration Director

e 10:05 a.m. — Small Business Success Story — Bunkerhill, Tom Francis, General Manager

e 10:25 a.m. — Small Business Success Story— Idaho Strategic Resources, Travis Swallow,
Stakeholder Relations & Corporate Development

10:40 a.m. BREAK (10 minutes)

e 10:50 a.m. - Agritourism's Role in Idaho’s Rural Economy
o Moderator: Laura Johnson, Bureau Chief Marketing and Development, Idaho State
Department of Agriculture (ISDA)
o Presenters:
= Colleen Taugher, Melliflora in Troy
=  Webb French, Brush Creek Creamery in Deary
Rural Main Street & Downtown Block
e 11:15 a.m. — Panel: Building Strong Communities: The Future of Main Street
o Moderator: Jenny Hemly, Rural Services Specialist, Idaho Commerce
o Panelists:
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= Emily Boyd, Executive Director, Coeur d’Alene Downtown Association

= Leon Duce, City Administrator, Rathdrum

= Kellogg
e Paige Olsen, Executive Director, Silver Valley Economic Development
e Monica Miller, Community Planner, City of Kellogg

LUNCH

e 12:00 p.m.—Lunch and Keynote Presentations
o KEYNOTE: 30 minutes
= lan Galloway, VP Regional Executive, Federal Reserve Bank of San Franscico
= Keynote —Setting the Stage for Civic Success
o Jeff Siegler, Author, Founder, Revitalize or Die
o Networking: 30 minutes

Rural Main Street/Downtown Block (Continued)

e 1:00 p.m. - Panel: Creating Walkable and Accessible Communities
o Moderator: Jerry Miller, Rural Services Manager, Idaho Commerce
o Panelists:
= Erik Kingston, Housing and Community Access Specialist, Western Rural
Development Center
= Don Kostelec, Community Planning and Development Specialist, Vitruvian
Planning
= Mark Leeper, Executive Director, DAC (Disability Action Center) Northwest
e 1:45 p.m. - Where Creativity Meets Community: Creative Districts
o Darya Pilram, Economic Recover Corps Fellow, Creative District

Rural Housing Block

e 2:05 p.m.— Workforce Housing 101
o Bart Cochran, CEO, LEAP Housing

e 2:50 p.m. — Tackling Housing Obstacles and Rezoning
o Post Falls Mayor Ron Jacobson

3:10 p.m. - BREAK (15 minutes)
Rural Community Health Block

e 3:25 p.m. — Panel: Mental Health and Wellbeing in Rural Communities
o Moderator: Alex Dunlop, LOR Foundation
o Panelists:
= Robert Sanchez, Executive Director, Idaho Association for the Education of
Young Children
= Paige Olsen, Executive Director, Silver Valley Economic Development
= Beth Markley, Executive Director, National Alliance on Mental lliness-ldaho
(NAMI)
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Closing Remarks

e 4:15 p.m. - Closing remarks by Idaho Commerce Director Tom Kealey and Emcee’s Kelley
Packer, Paul Kimmell

Networking Reception — Camas and Ponderosa Room
e 4:30 p.m.-6:00 p.m.

*Vendor set-up will also be provided on Tuesday, April 29" from 3 — 6 p.m. If you would like to set up
during this time please contact Cody.allred@commerce.idaho.qgov.
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The 2025 Idaho Rural Success Summit: Event Program

Coeur d'Alene Casino Resort Hotel | Worley, Idaho

Event Center
Day 2 - May 1, 2025
Doors Open
e 7:00 a.m. - Doors open, find tables, and networking with vendors
e 7:45 a.m. — Breakfast & Refreshments
Event Begins/Opening Remarks

e 8:30 a.m.— Quick Welcome from Emcees Kelley Packer, Executive Director at Association of
Idaho Cities and Paul Kimmell, Regional Business Manager, Avista Corporation

e 8:40 a.m. —Idaho Lieutenant Governor Scott Bedke — Welcome and Remarks

e 9:05 a.m. — Kick Off from Emcee’s

Rural Workforce Block

e 9:20 a.m. —Idaho Forest Group Apprenticeship Success — Marie Price, Director of Learning and
Development, Idaho Forest Group
e 9:40 A.M. - Idaho Rural Water Association Apprenticeship Success
o Shelley Roberts, CEO, Idaho Rural Water Association
o Pete Stayton, District Manager, South Fork Coeur d’Alene River Sewer District
o Tyler Wingerson, Wastewater Operator, South Fork Coeur d’Alene River Sewer District
e 10:00 a.m. - Elevate Academy NORTH Presentation — Theresa Lacovara, Principal, Elevate
Academy NORTH
o Elevate Academy Students: Alexis Wood, Aiden Kilpatrick, Kaitlyn Fiederer

10:25 a.m. - BREAK (15 minutes)
Rural Broadband Block

e 10:40 a.m. — The Latest on Broadband Funding in Idaho
o Ramén S. Hobdey-Sanchez, Director, Idaho Office of Broadband
o Dylan Baker, Deputy State Librarian, Idaho Commission for Libraries (ICfL)
e 11:05 a.m. — Broadband Success Story — Mike Kennedy, President and CEO, Intermax
e 11:20 a.m. - Broadband Success Story — Valerie Fast Horse, IT Director, Coeur d’ Alene Tribe

Community Resiliency Block

e 11:35 a.m. - The Role of Community Foundations in Rural Vitality
o Moderator: Paul Kimmell, Regional Business Manager, Avista Corporation
o Panelists:
=  Shelly O’Quinn, CEO, Innovia Foundation
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=  Steve Burns, President & CEO, Idaho Community Foundation
LUNCH 12:10 p.m. — Lunch and Keynote Presentation

e KEYNOTE

o Introductions/Remarks: Steve Burns, President & CEO, Idaho Community Foundation
o Keynote Presentation — Lessons Learned: How Rural Communities Compete, Thrive,
and Endure - Jeremy Grimm, Mayor, Sandpoint

e 12:40 p.m. Closing remarks by Idaho Commerce Director Tom Kealey and Emcee’s Kelley
Packer, Paul Kimmell

EVENT ENDS —1:00 p.m.



