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Eric Freedman - Structuring and contract drafting. 

https://www.klgates.com/Eric-E-Freedman 

Alyssa Moir - Land Use/Environmental 

https://www.klgates.com/Alyssa-A-Moir 

Elizabeth Crouse - Taxation 

https://www.klgates.com/Elizabeth-C-Crouse 

Edmundo de la Fuente - Real Estate 

https://www.klgates.com/Edmundo-de-la-Fuente 

Rhys Hefta – Structuring and finance 

Rhys W. Hefta | People | K&L Gates (klgates.com) 

 

Scope of Work and Proposed Budget  

We have listed below the tasks on which we would anticipate to assist the State in connection with the 
project.  We strive to utlilize an appropriate balance of associates and partners in order to staff matters 
efficiently.  Subject matter experts are utilized as appropriate.  For each of the tasks listed below, we 
estimated the number of hours required, based on past experience, and then multiplied that number by an 
average hourly billing rate of $750 for the attorneys staffing the project.  Without the ability to predict 
the pace and difficulty of negotiating with IRON/IIG, we request that there be an opportunity to revisit 
our budget estimates in the event the transaction becomes protracted or changes in any material way 
from the assumptions and qualifications noted below.  

1. Investigation of Idaho Regional Optical Network (IRON) and Intermountain Infrastructure 
Group (IIG) to help assess their creditworthiness and experience with telecommunications infrastrucure 
projects:  $6,000  

2. Assessment of IRON/IIG reports/studies for the project, including those relating to (i) site 
selection/real estate, (ii) engineering, (iii) permits and approvals, and (iv) environmental matters:  
$22,550 
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Idaho Broadband

The  Idaho Commerce Office of Broadband and the Idaho Broadband 
Advisory Board’s mission is to improve broadband access across 
the state. Stable, reliable broadband infrastructure positions Idaho 
communities to attract business and enhance the quality of life            
for their citizens. 

To help in this mission, current and future broadband funds are 
available to expand broadband access throughout the state.

IDAHO BROADBAND  
ADVISORY BOARD

The Idaho Broadband Advisory 
Board (IBAB) was created by the 
Idaho Legislature in 2021 through 
House Bill 127. The board consists of 
three members from the Idaho House 
of Representatives, three from the 
Idaho Senate and three private sector 
Governor appointees.

The board created the broadband 
strategic plan for structuring, 
prioritizing and distributing grants 
from state and federal funding. This 
plan supports the board’s vision that 
Idahoans have access to affordable and 
reliable broadband infrastructure.

MEMBERS
REPRESENTATIVE JOHN VANDER 

WOUDE (CHAIR)

REPRESENTATIVE BARBARA EHARDT

REPRESENTATIVE MEGAN BLANKSMA

SENATOR DOUG RICKS (VICE CHAIR)

SENATOR JAMES RUCHTI

SENATOR TREG BERNT

MARGIE WATSON - JC Watson & 

Company

ANDY EMERSON - MH Solutions

MITCH WATKINS - Watkins Distributing

CURRENT AND FUTURE 
BROADBAND FUNDS

$8.7M
Idaho Broadband Fund

In January 2023, IBAB obligated 
$26.3 million to fund two middle-mile 
projects covering 300 miles.

$124.1M
Capital Projects Fund (CPF)

The FY23 Commerce 
supplemental includes $124.1 
million via the American Rescue 
Plan (ARPA). 

$150M
Broadband Equity, Access and 
Development (BEAD) Program

The FY24 Commerce budget includes 
$100 million, plus a $50 million roll 
over from FY23 via the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA).

For additional information, visit commerce.idaho.gov/broadband or contact 
the State’s Broadband Program Manager, Ramón S. Hobdey-Sánchez at 

208.287.3153 and ramon.hobdey-sanchez@commerce.idaho.gov.



For additional information, visit commerce.idaho.gov/broadband or contact 
the State’s Broadband Program Manager, Ramón S. Hobdey-Sánchez at 

208.287.3153 and ramon.hobdey-sanchez@commerce.idaho.gov.

“Our historic broadband investments mean students and families across Idaho will have the tools they need 
to succeed. First responders will have the connection and communication they need to do their jobs, and 
healthcare providers can expand their utilization of telemedicine. The benefits of these completed projects 
are just the beginning of many more in Idaho.” — Governor Brad Little

SINCE 2020...

$74M
Awarded Projects Communities 

Impacted

98 170

To continue its mission of expanding broadband access across the state, the Idaho Office of Broadband 
and the Idaho Broadband Advisory Board have awarded broadband projects throughout Idaho totaling $74 
million across 98 projects, impacting over 170 communities. 

The most recent award was $26.3 million to fund two middle-mile infrastructure projects covering a 300 mile 
north-south route.

Link Up Idaho, led by the Idaho Broadband Advisory Board and Idaho Department of Commerce, in 
coordination with the Idaho Office of Information Technology Services, aims to gather information about 
connectivity challenges in Idaho communities, to improve the state’s map of Idaho broadband coverage. 

The Link Up Idaho initiative encourages Idahoans to submit information about their internet to provide 
insight into broadband availability across the state. Idahoans can submit information on their broadband 
coverage at linkup.idaho.gov.

LINK UP IDAHO






