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1. Airbridge Broadband 
2. Avista Utilities 
3. Cascade Chamber 
4. Cascade Fire District 
5. Cascade Medical Center 
6. Cascade School District 
7. City of Cascade 
8. City of Grangeville 
9. City of Lewiston 
10. City of New Meadows 
11. City of Riggins 
12. City of White Bird 
13. Clearwater Economic Development 

Association 
14. District 2 Interoperability Governance 

Board (DIGB2) 
15. Donnelly Public Library 
16. Greater Donnelly Area Chamber 
17. Idaho Commission of Libraries 
18. Idaho County Board of County 

Commissioners 
19. Idaho Hospital Association 
20. Idaho State Board of Education 

21. Ida-Lew Economic Development 
22. Imagine Idaho 
23. Latah County Board of County 

Commissioners 
24. McCall Donnelly School District 
25. McCall Fire 
26. McCall Greater Chamber 
27. McCall Public Library 
28. Mountain View School District 244 
29. Nez Perce -Clearwater National Forests 

Supervisor's Office 
30. Nez Perce County Board of County 

Commissioners 
31. Paulsen, Dave and Doris (veteran, 

retired) 
32. St. Luke's Mcall 
33. Syringa General Hospital 
34. University of Idaho (IT) 
35. University of Idaho (President's Office) 
36. Valley County Board of County 

Commissioners 
37. Valley Vision Economic Development 

Lewis-Clark Valley 
 
These additional support letters were sent directly to the Idaho Department of Commerce.  We did not 
directly receive copies:   

1. McCall Store 
2. Serfdom Industries 



AirBridge 
BROADBAND 

 

231 W Main 
Street 

Grangeville ID 
83530 

208-494-4343 

 
December 16, 2022 
 
Idaho Broadband Advisory Board 
c/o Ramón S. Hobdey-Sánchez, J.D. 
State Broadband Program Manager 
Idaho Department of Commerce 
700 W. State Street 
Boise, Idaho 83702 
 

Re: -South Middle Mile Network 
 Letter of Support 

 
Dear Idaho Broadband Advisory Board: 
 

This letter is to affirm support for the Idaho Regional Optical Network and Intermountain Infrastructure 
Group  public/private partnership for an open access middle mile broadband proposal from Grangeville 
to Star.  It broadband strategic goal of providing 100% of Idaho with accessible, 
reliable, and affordable high-speed internet.  This middle mile network will prepare Central Idaho 
communities for last mile infrastructure and set Idaho up to successfully compete for BEAD funding.  The 

-access middle mile in Grangeville and help to finally 
provide infrastructure to connect north and south Idaho  
 
My name is David McKnight and I am one of the co-owners of AirBridge Broadband - a wireless 
internet service provider located in Grangeville, Idaho. We provide internet to 5,000+ homes and
businesses in Idaho, Lewis, Clearwater, Nez Perce, and Latah counties. We currently employ 18 
individuals in our rural communities, and we are focused on providing the fastest internet at the
most affordable price.  Our plans range from $40 to $100 a month, and we charge the same price 
for both homes and businesses. We also donate free internet to local governments, first 
responders, teen centers, charities, churches, and other deserving community organizations.  At
present, we donate over $20,000 per month in internet services to organizations that benefit our 
local communities. 
 
AirBridge Broadband currently utilized three 10GB fiber feeds originating from Seattle (two) and
Salt Lake City (one) to feed our network of 5,000+ customers- who then utilize this 
bandwidth for anything from surfing the internet, watching TV I video, VOIP, telehealth, 
uploading or downloading huge files for business purposes, etc. 
 



 
The primary challenges we face in delivering quality internet to our customers in rural Northern 
Idaho are two fold: 
 

 Cost- each 10GB fiber connection costs us around $5,000. 
 

 Reliability- there is only one fiber feed into Idaho and Lewis County, and whenever there is
a fiber cut coming in from Lewiston, all providers go down, including 911 emergency 
services.  Not only do our residents suffer due to consequences of these unconscionably 
excessive fiber costs, but more importantly, our economic opportunities in our 
communities are severely hindered as businesses are unable to secure reliable bandwidth
in a cost-effective manner. That is a big deal.  Without internet that is both reliable and
cost effective, our local communities will soon find themselves no better off than the city 
of Radiator Springs from the animated movie Cars. 

 
AirBridge Broadband is eager and excited to support the North Central Idaho Middle Mile Project.
It will have the following two benefits: 
 
Competition will have the net effect of driving down the cost of a fiber connection 
Redundancy will attenuate the effect of fiber cuts on our single fiber connection into the area.
Going forward, if there were a fiber cut on either fiber line, our communities  would still be 
connected to the internet. 
 
It is our opinion that (1) a greater percentage of our rural communities will enjoy the benefits of
being connected to the rest of the world via fiber as a direct result of this project, (2) significant 
economic growth in our local communities will become tangible, and (3) we will no longer be cut
off from the rest of the world anytime there is a fiber cut leading into our area. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
 
David McKnight 
AirBridge BroadbandI Co-Owner 
 



 

November 21, 2022 

Idaho Broadband Advisory Board 
c/o Ramon S. Hobdey-Sanchez, J.D. 
State Broadband Program Manager 
Idaho Department of Commerce 
700 W. State Street 
Boise, ID 83702 

Re: North-South Middle Mile Network 
Letter of Support 

Dear Idaho Broadband Advisory Board: 

This letter is to affirm support for the Idaho Regional Optical Network and Intermountain Infrastructure 
mile broadband proposal from Grangeville 

accessible, reliable, and affordable high-speed internet.  This middle mile network will prepare Central 
Idaho communities for last mile infrastructure and set Idaho up to successfully compete for BEAD 

-access middle mile in Grangeville and 
help to finally provide infrastructure to connect north and south Idaho. 

As an Avista Regional Business Manager for the Lewis-Clark Region where part of this project is located, 
I feel it is important for me to weigh in on behalf of my company. 

After the past two years of Covid-related challenges, there is little doubt that broadband is now considered 
critical infrastructure in America. Access to, and use of, high-
communities  large and small.  

Broadband has revolutionized business, government, education, health care, work and lifestyles. Without 
robust broadband access and fully technologically literate populations, many communities will be unable 
to take advantage of the extraordinary benefits that ultra-high-speed, next-generation Internet can provide. 
This includes many rural communities currently served by Avista. To help support the strengthening and 
revitalization of rural economies, Avista is taking a multi-pronged approach in the communities we serve. 
This includes maintaining and improving relationships with public entities to provide fair and non-
discriminatory access to utility infrastructure for the buildout of broadband networks that focus on helping 
rural communities stay connected to the ever-changing, technology-dependent economy.  

-driven global economy, broadband connectivity is not simply an amenity - it 

803 Main Street 
Lewiston, ID 83501 



has become essential. However, this connectivity is more than just connecting households, schools 
and universities, and healthcare centers to each other as well as the rest of the world through high-

mining, and small businesses. Connectivity is fundamental for economic development, innovation, 
advancements in technology, workforce readiness, and an improved quality of life.  
 
Avista believes the IRON Middle Mile Broadband proposal will serve as a catalyst in transforming 
much of Idaho.  

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 

Mike Tatko 
Regional Business Manager, Lewis-Clark Region 
Avista Utilities 



 

Cascade Chamber of Commerce | 208.382.3833 | 101 South Main Street, PO Box 571, Cascade, ID 83611 www.cascadechamber.com  

December 5, 2022 

Idaho Broadband Advisory Board 
c/o Ramón S. Hobdey-Sánchez, J.D. 
State Broadband Program Manager 
Idaho Department of Commerce 
700 W. State Street 
Boise, Idaho 83702 

                                
RE:  -South Middle Mile Network - Cascade Chamber Letter of Support                                                                                                                                       

Dear Idaho Broadband Advisory Board: 
 

This letter is to affirm support for the Idaho Regional Optical Ne

broadband strategic goal of providing 100% of Idaho with accessible, reliable, and affordable high-speed internet.  This 
middle mile network will prepare Central Idaho communities for last mile infrastructure and set Idaho up to successfully 

-access middle mile in Grangeville and 
help to finally provide infrastructure to connect north and south Idaho. 

The mission of the Cascade Chamber of Commerce is to promote a vibrant business climate in the Cascade area; to serve 
our members, the community and visitors; and to foster a cohesive working relationship among political, educational and 
civic organizations locally and regionally. We partner with the city, the county, and other community based organizations to 
create and maintain a healthy business climate and a quality lifestyle for those who live in and visit our community.  The 
Cascade Chamber membership is composed of local business owners, various community based organizations, and folks 
who support overall Chamber efforts.  The Cascade Chamber continues to develop and sustain programs promoting scenic 
attractions and tourism assets located in and around the Cascade, Idaho area.  Visitor interests to the Cascade area spills 
over the entire Southwestern region of Idaho. The primary tourism product for our area is outdoor recreation because of the 
natural access to Lake Cascade State Park, the South Fork of the Payette River, mountain trails, adventure biking, and 
various hot springs.  Overall area activities include, but are not limited to; adventure biking, hiking, fishing, swimming, water 
skiing and jet skiing, kayaking, rafting, snowmobiling, Nordic skiing, snowshoeing, or simply relaxing. Our businesses that 
support those activities rely on reliable and affordable internet connectivity, for business transactions, marketing, and phone 
service.  Bandwidth demands and prices are ever rising and the proposed middle mile network supports those needs. 

We are dedicated to partner with local organizations, state Broadband agencies, and others to ensure our local residents 

Here. Stay He Currently, up to 80% of potential visitors today get information and news via the internet and other social 
media platforms; therefore, we will continue to promote our destination through those sites and on platforms where outdoor 
adventure seekers exchange information about where to go and what to do. Our primary marketing goal is to ensure that 

Given the world 
we live in it is paramount to be connected. 

Respectfully, 

Tom Reinhardt 
President 



Cascade Rural Fire Protection District 
P. O. Box 825 

109 East Pine Street 
Cascade, Idaho  83611-0825 

208.382.3200  Phone  
208.382.4222  Fax 

November 22, 2022 
 
Idaho Broadband Advisory Board 
c/o Ramón S. Hobdey-Sánchez, J.D. 
State Broadband Program Manager 
Idaho Department of Commerce 
700 W. State Street 
Boise, Idaho 83702 
 

Re: -South Middle Mile Network 
 Letter of Support 

 
Dear Idaho Broadband Advisory Board: 
 
This letter is to affirm support for the Idaho Regional Optical Network and Intermountain Infrastructure 

tegic goal of providing 100% of Idaho with 
accessible, reliable, and affordable high-speed internet.  This middle mile network will prepare Central 
Idaho communities for last mile infrastructure and set Idaho up to successfully compete for BEAD 
funding.  T -access middle mile in Grangeville and 
help to finally provide infrastructure to connect north and south Idaho  

 
I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself. I m Steven Hull and I m the Fire Chief at 
Cascade Rural Fire Protection District.  We are located in the West Central Mountains in Cascade, 
Idaho. 

 
We support this project since we rely heavily on broadband. We receive our Computer Aided Dispatch 
(CAD) alerts through our Mobile Data Te
when we are responding to emergencies, we can get updates from our dispatch center without having 
to ask for it.  We can see it in real time as the dispatchers enter it. As a rural area, a lot of our response 
area has limited coverage. Increased fiber connection would greatly benefit Cascade Rural Fire 
Protection District during emergency response. With limited broadband coverage, we rely on our 
radios for communication, which are not reliable 100% of the time.  Communication is always a 

 The North-South Middle Network would 
be an enormous benefit for our organization.  

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
  Steven Hull 

Fire Chief 
Cascade Rural Fire Protection Districte 



 

November 28, 2022 

Idaho Broadband Advisory Board 
c/o Ramón S. Hobdey-Sánchez, J.D. 
State Broadband Program Manager 
Idaho Department of Commerce 
700 W. State Street 
Boise, Idaho 83702 

Re: -South Middle Mile Network, letter of support 

Dear Idaho Broadband Advisory Board: 

The purpose of this letter is to affirm support for the Idaho Regional Optical Network and Intermountain 
hip for an open access middle mile broadband proposal from 

accessible, reliable, and affordable high-speed internet.  This middle mile network will prepare Central Idaho 
communities for last mile infrastructure and set Idaho up to successfully compete for BEAD funding.  The 

-access middle mile in Grangeville and help provide 
infrastructure to connect north and south Idaho. 

As the only health care organization within 30 miles, Cascade Medical Center Hospital District (CMC) is a 
political subdivision of Valley County and is essentially the public health organization for the area.  We are 
located about half way between Grangeville and Star.  Our mission extends beyond caring for our patients to 
being the watchful stewards of the health and wellness of everyone who lives in or travels to or through our county.  
Although our hospital has good broadband service, many of our patients do not.  And of those who do, it is often 
expensive and unreliable.  The middle mile project will set up our region for success in providing the infrastructure 
necessary for providers to deliver stable and co
businesses.  In health care, this connectivity is vital for telehealth patient care visits and remote patient monitoring (vital 
sign monitoring from home for hypertension, COPD, heart failure, and diabetes).   

Cascade Medical Center is dedicated to partnering with local organizations, state Broadband agencies, and others to see 
rce, 

economic options, and the health and well-being of local citizens.  Please reach out to us if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Tom Reinhardt 
Tom Reinhardt, CEO 
treinhardt@cmchd.org 
208-382-4285  x1300 
Cascade Medical Center 
PO Box 1330 
Cascade, ID  83611 



















_____________________________________________________________________________________                      
1626 6th Ave N Lewiston, ID 83501                   208-746-0015                 www.clearwater-eda.org

November 28, 2022 

Idaho Broadband Advisory Board 
c/o Ramón S. Hobdey-Sánchez, J.D. 
State Broadband Program Manager 
Idaho Department of Commerce 
700 W. State Street 
Boise, Idaho 83702 

Re: Creating Idaho’s North-South Middle Mile Network 
 Letter  of Support 

Dear Idaho Broadband Advisory Board: 

This letter is to affirm support from the Clearwater Economic Development Association (CEDA) for the 
Idaho Regional Optical Network and Intermountain Infrastructure Group’s public/private partnership 
for an open access middle mile broadband proposal from Grangeville to Star.  The project partners are 
seeking $20 million in state commitment.   This project supports Idaho’s 2027 broadband strategic goal 
of providing 100% of Idaho with accessible, reliable, and affordable high-speed internet.  This middle 
mile network will prepare Central Idaho communities for last mile infrastructure and set Idaho up to 
successfully compete for BEAD funding.  The network will link into the Port of Lewiston’s open-access 
middle mile in Grangeville and help to finally provide infrastructure to connect north and south Idaho  

CEDA is a non-profit community and economic development organization that has served north central 
Idaho since 1968.  Our membership and board is anchored by elected representatives from Nez Perce, 
Latah, Lewis, and Idaho counties, as well as education, the Nez Perce Tribe, partner organizations, and 
the private sector.   CEDA has been a champion for establishing and improving broadband service for 
our region’s communities and businesses for 20 years.  It is addressed in our official regional planning 
document, the Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy, we have engaged with providers, and 
we have directly secured funding to improve incremental access in our region.    
 
Our priority these past few years is to establish a redundant, open access fiber system for our region 
and to create a north-south connection.   With the leadership of the Port of Lewiston, District 2 
Interoperability Governance Board, and Idaho Regional Optical Network, this effort is converging to 
create a robust, truly open-access, dark-fiber network to benefit residents, governments, communities, 
and businesses across the state.    
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

 

Dodd Snodgrass 
Executive Director 



 

           
 

Clearwater, Idaho, Latah, Lewis, Nez Perce Counties; Nezperce Tribe; Cities of Lewiston and Moscow; District II Local, State, and 
Federal Planning Participants 
 

   
              North-Central Idaho- District 2 Interoperability Governance Board 

 
Idaho Broadband Advisory Board      December 2, 2022 
c/o Ramón S. Hobdey-Sánchez, J.D. 
State Broadband Program Manager 
Idaho Department of Commerce 
700 W. State Street 
Boise, Idaho 83702 

re: Letter of Support- -South Middle Mile Network 
  

Dear Idaho Broadband Advisory Board: 

This letter supports the Idaho Regional Optical Network (IRON) and Intermountain Infrastructure 
 (IIG) public/private partnership proposal to establish an open access, middle mile broadband 

architecture that will connect Grangeville to Star, Idaho.  The initiative underscores Ida
broadband strategic goal of providing 100% of Idaho with accessible, reliable, and affordable high-
speed internet.  This middle mile network will prepare Central Idaho communities for last mile 
infrastructure and set Idaho up to successfully compete for BEAD funding.  The proposed network will 

-access middle mile in Grangeville and help to finally provide 
infrastructure that will connect north and south Idaho, within the state of Idaho. 
 
Further, an engineering study has also been completed to construct a redundant broadband path that 
will connect Grangeville and Orofino, Idaho.  This assessment has recommended the construction path 
and identified the required capital necessary to establish this complimentary fiber path and link it into 
the Port of Lewiston and IRON/IIG projects.  
 
The District 2 Interoperability Governance Board  membership of public safety officials, tribal and 
elected public officials from the five north-central Idaho Counties and Nez Perce Tribe have long sought 
to establish these vital links.  The IRON/IIG open access proposal will achieve this goal. 
 
In addition to providing direct economic, education. governmental and healthcare benefits, the 
IRON/IIG project proposal will also provide the bandwidth, speeds and available middle mile network 
redundancy that will finally enable PSAP 9-1-1 call taking and public safety emergency response 
functions to be transferred from one dispatch center to another across the five counties from Moscow 
to Grangeville in the event of a local service loss or disaster emergency.  The IRON/IIG proposal is the 
most robust, the strongest resourced, best-defined effort to build this middle mile segment to support 
last mile public and private connectivity DIGB2 has encountered.  We unequivocally endorse this 
proposal and commend it to the Idaho Broadband Advisory Board for funding. 

 
Sincerely, 
Jerry Zumalt 
District 2 DIGB Chair 

 







 

325 W. State St. Boise, ID 83702 
208-334-2150   .   800-458-3271   .   Fax 208-334-4016 

The Idaho Commission for Libraries assists libraries  
to build the capacity to best serve their communities.

December 6, 2022 
 
 
Idaho Broadband Advisory Board 
c/o Ramón S. Hobdey-Sánchez, J.D. 
State Broadband Program Manager 
Idaho Department of Commerce 
700 W. State Street 
Boise, Idaho 83702 
 

Re: -South Middle Mile Network 
 Letter of Support 

 
Dear Idaho Broadband Advisory Board,  
 
I am writing to affirm support for the Idaho Regional Optical Network (IRON) and Intermountain 

 mile broadband proposal 
from Grangeville to Star. 
accessible, reliable, and affordable high-speed internet to all of Idaho. The middle mile network will 
prepare central Idaho communities for last mile infrastructure and set Idaho up to successfully 

-access middle mile in 
Grangeville and help to finally provide infrastructure to connect north and south Idaho. 
 
Increasing access to broadband, and the resulting services and resources it provides, is a key strategy in 
the work of the Idaho Commission for Libraries and the communities we serve across the state. The 
Idaho libraries we work with 
a great proportion of Idaho residents, especially our most vulnerable populations.  
 
The State Librarian serves with IRON representatives on the Western State Pact Broadband Group and 
we continue to meet regularly to discuss ways to expand digital access. 
strong partnership and support of community anchor institutions, including libraries. 
commitment to creating a middle mile backbone for our state will help ensure that residents in central 
Idaho have the reliable, affordable broadband they need to access critical services, including education, 
workforce development, and health care.  

 
Sincerely, 

 
Stephanie Bailey-White 
State Librarian 

 
 
 





 

P.O. Box 1278, Boise, ID 83701  Phone: 208.338.5100  Fax: 208.338.7800  www.teamiha.org 

 
December 12, 2022 
 
 
Idaho Broadband Advisory Board 
c/o Ramón S. Hobdey-Sánchez, J.D. 
State Broadband Program Manager 
Idaho Department of Commerce 
700 W. State Street 
Boise, Idaho 83702 
 
Re: -South Middle Mile Network 
 Letter of Support 
 
Dear Idaho Broadband Advisory Board: 
 
This letter is to affirm support for the Idaho Regional Optical Network and Intermountain Infrastructure 

proposal from Grangeville 

reliable, and affordable high-speed internet.  This middle mile network will prepare Central Idaho 
communities for last mile infrastructure and set Idaho up to successfully compete for BEAD funding.  

-access middle mile in Grangeville and help to 
finally provide infrastructure to connect north and south Idaho.  
 
The Idaho Hospital Association (IHA) is a statewide, not-for-profit trade association that brings 
hospital/health care leaders together to identify issues of mutual concern and to address these issues in a 
responsible manner that ensures quality health care for the patients and communities our hospital 
members serve throughout Idaho.    
 
Idaho has many areas with limited access to specialty care due to its rural and frontier nature. 
Additionally, there is an alarming healthcare provider shortage throughout Idaho.  Telemedicine can be a 
useful tool by helping to deliver health care services to areas where there are physician shortages and/or 
hospital capacity constraints and to provide care to patients unable to travel far from their communities 
due to distance or environment. The use of telehealth and telemedicine in Idaho can be instrumental in 
improving patient care management and helps to alleviate barriers to accessing needed healthcare.  The 
effective use of telemedicine, particularly within hospitals sharing high-resolution imaging, is dependent 
on highly reliable, redundant, and high-speed broadband. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Brian Whitlock, President/CEO 
Idaho Hospital Association 



 
 

Suite  
-0037 

 
 
December 12, 2022 
 
Idaho Broadband Advisory Board 
c/o Ramón S. Hobdey-Sánchez, J.D. 
State Broadband Program Manager 
Idaho Department of Commerce 
700 W. State Street 
Boise, Idaho 83702 
 
Dear Idaho Broadband Advisory Board: 

 
This letter is to affirm the Office of the State Board of Education s support for the Idaho Regional Optical 
Network (IRON) and Intermountain Infrastructure Group  public/private partnership for an open access 
middle mile broadband proposal from Grangeville to Star.  This partnership would support 
broadband strategic goal of providing 100% of Idaho with accessible, reliable, and affordable high-speed 
internet.  The middle mile network will prepare central Idaho communities for last mile infrastructure 
and set Idaho up to successfully compete for Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD) 
Program -access middle mile in 
Grangeville and help to finally provide infrastructure to connect north and south Idaho  

 
As you know, the State Board of Education provides general governance and supervision of all public 
education (kindergarten  Ph.D.) in the state.  Access to uniform and thorough education is a 
constitutional mandate the framers of our state envisioned over 130 years ago.  However, the rapid 
increase of technology-based instruction puts students in our rural and remote schools at a distinct 
disadvantage when it comes to access to instructional content enjoyed by students at urban and 
suburban schools in our state.  Indeed, no fiber exists between Grangeville and Riggins, and only limited 
fiber present from Riggins to Star.  Increasing middle-mile fiber connectivity will enhance delivery of 
online instruction by the Idaho Digital Learning Academy (www.idahodigitallearning.org/) and Online 
Idaho (www.online.idaho.edu). 

 
For these reasons, I respectfully request your support for the IRON/IIG partnership proposal. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Matt Freeman 
Executive Director 







 
 
Latah County 
COMMISSIONERS 
PO Box 8068 / 522 S Adams 
Moscow, Idaho 83843 
 

 
Kathie LaFortune       Thomas C. Lamar      David McGraw 

 
December 5, 2022 
 
Idaho Broadband Advisory Board 
c/o Ramón S. Hobdey-Sánchez, J.D. 
State Broadband Program Manager 
Idaho Department of Commerce 
700 W. State Street 
Boise, Idaho 83702 
 
Re: -South Middle Mile Network 
Letter of Support 
 
Dear Idaho Broadband Advisory Board: 
 

This letter is to affirm support for the Idaho Regional Optical Network and Intermountain 

proposal from Grangeville to Star.  It supports 
providing 100% of Idaho with accessible, reliable, and affordable high-speed internet.  This 
middle mile network will prepare Central Idaho communities for last mile infrastructure and set 
Idaho up to successfully compete for BEAD funding.  The network will link into the Port of 

-access middle mile in Grangeville and help to finally provide infrastructure to 
connect north and south Idaho. 
 

Latah County is located in North Central Idaho. We are a rich agricultural and timber region as 
well as home to many thriving businesses and the University of Idaho. We are also one of the 
most underserved areas of the state in regards to broadband infrastructure due to our diverse 
geography and the distances between our communities. Latah County has formed a broadband 
coalition to assess and address middle mile needs unique to Latah County, but we need a 
regional effort to address the backbone of fiber that will then serve the ribs that can stretch 
into all areas of our diverse county. 
 

Broadband has become a critical infrastructure need throughout the state of Idaho and the 
country. It is needed for emergency communications, education, telehealth, and business 
attraction and expansion. The Grangeville to Star project will finally connect northern Idaho to 
Southern Idaho without having to pass out of our state and then return. This will create 
redundancy and resilience. Open access fiber will entice our local Internet Service Providers to 

Phone:  (208) 883-7208   
Fax: (208) 883-2280  
Email: bocc@latahcountyid.gov 



provide last mile service to the farmers, timber professionals, and aspiring businesses that are 
located within Latah County. If we can have equivalent access to education, telehealth and 
communication technologies for all of Latah County then our county and our region will remain 
strong and competitive with other parts of the state and country. 
Thanks for your consideration of this request. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 

 
Kathie LaFortune 
Chair 

 



 
 

 
 P: 208.634.7631 

info@mccallchamber.org 
www.mccallchamber.org 

 

December 11, 2022 
 
Idaho Broadband Advisory Board 
c/o Ramón S. Hobdey-Sánchez, J.D. 
State Broadband Program Manager 
Idaho Department of Commerce 
700 W. State Street 
Boise, Idaho 83702 

 
Re: -South Middle Mile Network 
  

Dear Idaho Broadband Advisory Board, 

This letter is on behalf of the McCall Area Chamber of Commerce and Visitors Bureau 
(MACCVB) Board of Directors in support for the Idaho Regional Optical Network and 

en access middle 

strategic goal of providing 100% of Idaho with accessible, reliable, and affordable high-speed 
internet.  This middle mile network will prepare Central Idaho communities for last mile 
infrastructure and set Idaho up to successfully compete for BEAD funding.  The network will 

-access middle mile in Grangeville and help to finally 
provide infrastructure to connect north and south Idaho  

The MACCVB is the concerted voice of local businesses and organizations, supporting their 
sustainability as well as the sustainability of the community at large. We are committed to 
striving for a healthy community with a sought-after quality of life.  

As a local organization that works closely with business owners and the community, we have 
seen the disadvantages our region has to face to find reliable broadband resources and the 
impacts it has also had on our small businesses, governments, and residents. We are committed 
to assisting the West Central Mountains Economic Development Council and its partners with 
this work and enthusiastically endorse this application. 

We thank you in advance for your consideration.  
 
Sincerely,  
The McCall Area Chamber of Commerce & Visitors Bureau Board of Directors 
 



                                                                                            
 

20   - -  
l  

December 12, 2022 

Idaho Broadband Advisory Board 
c/o Ramón S. Hobdey-Sánchez, J.D. 
State Broadband Program Manager 
Idaho Department of Commerce 
700 W. State Street 
Boise, Idaho 83702 

Re: Letter of Support for Creating Idaho’s North-South Middle Mile Network  
 
Dear Idaho Broadband Advisory Board: 
 
This letter affirms support for the Idaho Regional Optical Network and Intermountain Infrastructure 
Group’s public/private partnership for an open-access middle-mile broadband proposal from 
Grangeville to Star. It supports Idaho’s 2027 broadband strategic goal of providing 100% of Idaho 
with accessible, reliable, and affordable high-speed internet. This middle-mile network will prepare 
Central Idaho communities for last-mile infrastructure and set Idaho up to compete successfully for 
BEAD funding.  
The network will link into the Port of Lewiston’s open-access middle mile in Grangeville and help to 
provide infrastructure to connect north and south Idaho. 
 
McCall Fire and EMS provides fire and rescue services, including paramedic-level ambulance service 
within Valley County and mutual aid assistance to portions of Adams County and Idaho County. The 
fire district encompasses one hundred square miles, and the ambulance response area, nearly two 
thousand square miles of mountainous terrain in central Idaho. In the past year, the district has 
responded to over 800 calls for service, including 500 emergency medical calls. 
 
As with everything in this day in age, our operations rely heavily on communications, including data, 
voice, and the internet. Our cardiac monitors communicate through the WIFI on our apparatus to share 
critical information with St. Luke’s McCall and hospitals in the treasure valley. As our ability to share 
data can slow at different times of the year, it causes these processes to slow and become unreliable. 
Anything we can do to increase connectivity throughout central Idaho clearly benefits our customers 
and anyone in central Idaho who is experiencing a medical, fire, or rescue emergency. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Garrett de Jong, Fire Chief, McCall Fire & EMS 



 

218 East Park Street      McCall, Idaho 83638      (208) 634-5522      Fax (208) 634-3038 

15 December, 2022 

Idaho Broadband Advisory Board 
c/o Ramón S. Hobdey-Sánchez, J.D. 
State Broadband Program Manager 
Idaho Department of Commerce 
700 W. State Street 
Boise, Idaho 83702 

Re: -South Middle Mile Network 
 Letter of Support 

Dear Idaho Broadband Advisory Board: 
 

public/private partnership for an open access middle mile broadband proposal from Grangeville to Star. 
 
As the Library Director at the McCall Public Library, I have seen vast changes in Idaho infrastructure needs 
since I started working here nearly 20 years ago. 
we have, over  broadband 
coverage. 

ave-  
 
This project will 
reliable, and affordable high-speed internet.  This middle mile network will prepare Central Idaho communities 
for last mile infrastructure and set Idaho up to successfully compete for BEAD funding. The network will link 

-access middle mile in Grangeville and help to finally provide infrastructure to 
connect north and south Idaho. 
 
As a librarian, I am committed to helping provide access to information, education, and other critical services 
for everyone. With this project providing more reliable, affordable capacity, locals 
our notoriously low-serviced, high-priced monopolies. This will increase productivity and provide a basic 
service to all. Internet connectivity was, when I started working here, a dizzying new idea. It has since become 
essential. I hope you can support this application. 

Sincerely,  

 

Meg Lojek/ McCall Public Library 
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December 5, 2022 

Idaho Broadband Advisory Board 
c/o Ramón S. Hobdey-Sánchez, J.D. 
State Broadband Program Manager 
Idaho Department of Commerce 
700 W. State Street 
Boise, Idaho 83702 
 

Re: Creating Idaho’s North-South Middle Mile Network 
 Letter of Support 

Dear Idaho Broadband Advisory Board: 
 
This letter is to affirm support for the Idaho Regional Optical Network and Intermountain 
Infrastructure Group’s public/private partnership for an open access middle mile broadband 
proposal from Grangeville to Star.  It supports Idaho’s 2027 broadband strategic goal of providing 
100% of Idaho with accessible, reliable, and affordable high-speed internet.  This middle mile 
network will prepare Central Idaho communities for last mile infrastructure and set Idaho up to 
successfully compete for BEAD funding.  The network will link into the Port of Lewiston’s open-
access middle mile in Grangeville and help to finally provide infrastructure to connect north and 
south Idaho. 
 
I am the Superintendent of Schools for the McCall-Donnelly Joint School District in Valley and 
Adams County. Bringing reliable and affordable high-speed internet to the region would immensely 
help the school district. Not only would it make our day-to-day operations more seamless, but it 
would also assist students and families with having the resources they need be successful in school, 
while at home. An opportunity like this would mean students would have a better chance of having 
affordable, dependable internet at home where they can complete their homework in the comfort of 
their own home, rather than some students needing to go elsewhere that has this same option with 
perhaps more distractions. Bringing high-speed broadband to the Valley would have many more 
benefits to these families, not just education oriented. I am completely in support of this project. 

Sincerely, 

Eric Pingrey 
Superintendent of Schools 
McCall-Donnelly Joint School District #421 



  McCall-Donnelly Joint School District No. 421  
120 Idaho Street, McCall, ID 83638 

Phone: (208) 634-2161 Fax: (208) 634-4075 
"Developing Lifelong Learners Today"    

 
 

Barbara R Morgan Elementary School    Donnelly Elementary School      
Payette Lakes Middle School Heartland High School    McCall-Donnelly High School 
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Logo Department Name Agency  Organization Organization Address Information 
United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 

Forest 
Service 

Nez Perce -Clearwater National 
Forests 
Supervisor's Office 

903 3rd Street 
Kamiah, ID 83536 
208-935-2513 
Fax: 208-935-4275

File Code: 1580 
Date: December 8, 2022 

Ramón S. Hobdey-Sánchez, J.D. 
State Broadband Program Manager 
Idaho Broadband Advisory Board 
Idaho Department of Commerce 
700 W. State Street  
Boise, ID 83702 

Dear Idaho Broadband Advisory Board: 

This letter is to affirm support for the Idaho Regional Optical Network and Intermountain 
Infrastructure Group’s public/private partnership for an open access middle mile broadband 
proposal from Grangeville to Star.  It supports Idaho’s 2027 broadband strategic goal of 
providing 100% of Idaho with accessible, reliable, and affordable high-speed internet.  This 
middle mile network will prepare Central Idaho communities for last mile infrastructure and set 
Idaho up to successfully compete for BEAD funding.  The network will link into the Port of 
Lewiston’s open-access middle mile in Grangeville and help to finally provide infrastructure to 
connect north and south Idaho. 

The Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forest and our district offices are located across North 
Central Idaho and also serve many of these rural communities.  We are fully supportive of this 
proposal to provide high-speed internet to our underserved communities.   

A prime example of how we would benefit from a fiber optic connection would be the Slate 
Creek Ranger Station, located just south of White Bird, ID.  Employees are currently operating 
on an old T1 line that is entirely inadequate to support the needs of the office. Many programs 
that are necessary for completing our agency’s mission cannot be used on the existing system. 
The limited bandwidth provided by the T1 line does not allow our employees to run GIS or to 
even complete mandatory, web-based training, forcing them to travel to other offices or work 
from home when performing these functions. 

The Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forest fully supports the  Idaho Regional Optical Network 
and Intermountain Infrastructure Group’s proposal and believe it will be beneficial for the forest 
and the communities we serve.  

Sincerely, 

 
 
  
CHERYL F. PROBERT 
Forest Supervisor 
 





Dave and Doris Paulsen                                                                                            November 26, 2022 

1638 Timber Circle P.O. Box 638 

McCall, Idaho   83638 

 

Idaho Broadband Advisory Board 

C/O Ramon Hobdey-Sanchez, J.D. 

State Broadband Program Manager 

Idaho Department of Commerce 

Boise, Idaho  83702 

 

Regarding:  Letter of Support to: 

        -South Middle Mile Network 

Dear Sir: 

We are sending this letter to affirm support for the Idaho Regional Optical Network and Intermountain 
dband network 

Broadband Strategic Goal 
of providing 100% of Idaho with reliable, affordable and accessible HIGH SPEED INTERNET. With all the 
changes in how people, communities, schools, hospitals, community services, small and  far reaching 
businesses interact today, the entire state of Idaho needs this infrastructure to stay competitive as well 
as protect the people of this great state. With this Network in place, Central Idaho cities, towns and 
villages will be able to successfully compete for BEAD funding to bring high speed internet to their local 
communities linking the entire state from north to south  and keep  Idaho competitive in the 
everchanging  healthcare, education and business world. 

My husband, a disabled Veteran and I, personally depend on safe, fast, reliable services for our heath 
care and banking needs in the small, growing community of McCall, Idaho in Valley County. 

Thank you for your time. 

 

Sincerely, 

Dave and Doris Paulsen 

  



Dec. 9, 2022 

Idaho Broadband Advisory Board
c/o Ramón S. Hobdey-Sánchez, J.D. 
Idaho Department of Commerce 
700 W. State Street 
Boise, Idaho 83702 
 
Re: Creating Idaho’s North-South Middle Mile Network Letter of Support 
 
Dear Idaho Broadband Advisory Board, 
 
This letter is to affirm support for the Idaho Regional Optical Network and Intermountain Infrastructure 
Group’s public/private partnership for an open access middle mile broadband proposal from Grangeville to 
Star.  It supports Idaho’s 2027 broadband strategic goal of providing 100 percent of Idaho with accessible, 
reliable, and affordable high-speed internet. This middle mile network will prepare Central Idaho 
communities for last mile infrastructure and set Idaho up to successfully compete for BEAD funding. The 
network will link into the Port of Lewiston’s open-access middle mile in Grangeville and help to finally provide 
infrastructure to connect north and south Idaho  
 
St. Luke’s McCall is a 15-bed Critical Access Hospital that is part of the St. Luke’s Health System that serves 
Valley County, Adams County and a portion of Idaho County. We’re a modern rural hospital offering a wide 
range of services. These include our 24-hour emergency department, orthopedics, surgical care, maternal and 
childbirth services, sleep medicine, hospice care, and more. We also have several affiliated outpatient clinics 
that serve our patients in the West Central Mountains. 
 
Having reliable high-speed internet available throughout our service area supports our objective to 
increase access to high quality and affordable health care. Technology allows us to connect with our 
patients through improved communication with providers, access to patient’s electronic medical records, 
telehealth and remote patient monitoring. 
 
St. Luke’s McCall supports the Idaho Regional Optical Network and Intermountain Infrastructure group’s 
efforts to improve access to reliable and affordable high-speed internet to Central Idaho communities. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Amber Green 
St. Luke’s McCall Chief Operating and Nursing Officer 
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