








































Idaho Broadband Map - Household Density in Areas with < 25 Mbps Median Download Speeds
Idaho Department of Commerce analysis of Ookla® Speedtest Intelligence® data 2020 through April 2021
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Idaho Broadband Map - Households Density in Areas with  < 15 Mbps Median Download Speeds
Idaho Department of Commerce analysis of Ookla® Speedtest Intelligence® data 2020 through April 2021
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Idaho Broadband Map - Households Density with < 10 Mbps Download Speeds
Idaho Department of Commerce analysis of Ookla® Speedtest Intelligence® data 2020 through April 2021 
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Idaho Low Orbit Satellite Ookla® Speedtest® 
Ookla® Speedtest® Dashboard – Median Speed 2021 YTD
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Updated Broadband Plan 
Vision of Plan 
• Because we live in a data driven society and Broadband connectivity is key for a thriving economy, 

both rural and urban Idaho need connectivity to attract business and create maximum success for our 
communities.  

• A Broadband roadmap is needed for a plan roadmap to close the digital divide in Idaho in order to 
provide equal access to economic development, public safety, telehealth, and education opportunities 
through investments in broadband infrastructure.  

• Ensure all Idahoans have access to broadband speeds of “25/3 Mbps” at a minimum in the short 
term, but with a goal that all Idahoans have access to “100/10 Mbps” by 2025. 

Overall Plan 
• The areas “most in need,” are Idaho households in unserved and underserved areas, mostly in rural 

communities.  
• Prioritize infrastructure investments in areas without access to 15/1 Mbps.  
• Invest primarily in last mile infrastructure investments for connectivity for Idaho households.  
• Adopt a “technology neutral” approach and invest in rural projects that deliver a minimum of 100/10 

Mbps. 
• Utilize low-cost technologies when available for leveraging funds. And include Low-Orbit Satellite to 

connect remote Idaho communities (note low-orbit currently has limited capacity on subscribers until 
more satellites are launched).  

• For the near-term Idaho Broadband Fund Grantees should be communities including cities, tribes, 
counties, and local governments. For long term, consider private sector as grant recipients.  

• For-profit companies or membership owned cooperative corporations would be eligible for grants for 
broadband infrastructure.  
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As Proposed Household Grants:  
• Narrative: Consistent with Broadband Plan Priorities 
• Grant Terms: Reference to Appendix, Same Framework as Cares Act Households Grants in 2020.  
• Use of Funds: First $10 million to $15 million are Cares Act Funds 

Grant Highlights 
• Project areas (census blocks) where less than 50% of households have access to broadband speeds of 25/3 Mbps (Current 

FCC minimum) 
• Projects will build infrastructure that delivers speeds of 100/10.  
• Minimum Grant award is $500,000. Maximum grant award per year is $2 million per county and $1 million per incorporated 

city. Counties apply on behalf of unincorporated areas.  
• Priority given to projects in “Most in Need” areas that are unserved (less than 10/1 Mbps) and areas (less than 15/1 Mbps), 

building fiber, providing affordable monthly service plans, located in rural areas, and receive a match from the ISP.  
• Bonus Points for 15/1 Mbps, in rural communities, and partner match.  

Proposed Timing 

• Public Comments 6/7/21-6/11/21 *(May need a meeting depending on public comments)   
• Grant Portal Open for Applications: 6/14/21 – 6/25/21 
• Recommendations to Idaho Broadband Advisory Board: 7/7/21 
• Challenge Period: 7/6/21-7/9/21 
• Anticipated Award Date: 7/25/21  
• Closing Date: 12/15/21 

Scenario A: What is the investment for the “Most in 
Need” communities that have speed tests less than 
10Mbps down.  

• HH 12,473 and population: 30,222 
• 48 cities *3 areas noted as “unincorporated” 
• Assume cost is $3,000 per household. 
• Fixed Terrestrial Broadband Connectivity: estimated 

total is $36 million.  
 

Scenario B: What is the investment for the “Most in 
Need” communities that have speed tests below 13 
Mbps down?  

• HH 45,851 and population: 117,741 
• 87 cities *3 areas noted as “unincorporated” 
• Assume cost is $3,000 per household. 
• Fixed Terrestrial Broadband Connectivity: estimated 

total is $135 million. 
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