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Where Does Idaho Rank in 
Internet Access?

• 4th slowest state (Speedtest.net (Ookla), 2018)4

• 95th slowest city – Boise (Speedtest.net (Ookla), 2018)4

• 51st in internet speed (Broadview Networks, 2017)5

• 6th in internet access (U.S. News, 2019)2

• 37th in internet connectivity (BroadbandNow, 2018)1



FCC’s Broadband 
Definition and 
BroadbandNow Data

• Broadband is categorized as download speeds of 25 
mb/s and greater and upload speeds of 3 mb/s and 
greater (Federal Communications Commission, 
2018)3

• BroadbandNow is a website focused on giving 
consumers information on Internet service providers 
in their area

• Maps created for this presentation used Idaho-
specific variables from BroadbandNow’s proprietary 
dataset, including download speeds and 25 mb/s 
service providers



Broadband 
Availability in Idaho 
Zip Codes

• Zip codes with a download speed and 
population value were included in the map

• 201 Idaho zip codes have at least one 
provider offering broadband internet

• 44 Idaho zip codes have no providers 
offering broadband internet

Download speed: Broadbandnow.com/data; population data: 2010 US Census 



Number of 25 mb/s 
Internet Providers in 
Idaho Zip Codes

• 118,265 Idahoans live in zip codes with only one 25 mb/s 
provider

• 1,123,859 Idahoans live in zip codes with two to four 25 
mb/s provider

• 256,374 Idahoans live in zip codes with more than five 25 
mb/s providers
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Providers by zip: Broadbandnow.com/data; population data: 2010 US Census 



Access to Broadband 
Internet in Idaho 
Counties

• County categories were created from the percentage of zip 
code populations with access to broadband internet 

• 6 Idaho counties have less than a 25% access to broadband 
internet: Adams, Camas, Clearwater, Idaho, Nez Perce, and 
Shoshone

• 225,370 Idahoans live in counties with less than 50% zip 
code average access to broadband internet
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Percent population broadband access: Broadbandnow.com/data; population data: 2010 US Census 



FCC Fixed 
Broadband 
Deployment Map

• Quick assessment of broadband capability

• Searchable by address, county, congressional 
district, state, and tribal area

• Data are 2017 values

• Compiled from FCC Form 477 submissions



FCC Address 

Output

• Information in 

Census blocks

• Gradient map of 

fixed residential 

providers

• Table with providers, 

delivery technology, 

and available 

speeds



FCC Area 

Summary

• Searchable by 

county, state, 

congressional 

district, census 

place, and tribal 

area

• Gradient chart of 

percent of 

population with 

access to fixed 

residential providers

• Table with providers, 

delivery technology, 

and available 

speeds
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The Problem



FCC data likely 

underreports 

those without 

broadband  



Credit: Nick Schnelle
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