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You can personally improve your local economy, increasing tax revenues and employment, while having a good time. 
Tourism research shows that the number one reason people come to Idaho is to visit friends and family, so please invite someone to come visit and encourage them to stay in a local B&B, hotel, motel or campground. Idaho has a wealth of wonderful places to stay, which you can discover and share with our new social media tools at www.visitidaho.org. 
Idaho tourism marketing is funded by a dedicated 2% lodging and campground tax.  Anyone who stays in a hotel/motel or private campground throughout the state generates grant funds which are proportionately awarded to the (xxx local area) to market the local area. 
Here are a few ways you can get involved in Idaho tourism:
1. If you are a hotel/motel, B&B or campground that collects the 2%, your business name and website are linked on the official state tourism site when you provide information at www.updateidaho.com. Please make sure your information is up to date and your latest travel packages are included (it’s free to list them).
2. This year Idaho State Tourism has launched a fun initiative to help encourage visitation. Enjoy the travelogue at www.greatidahogetaway.org, sign up for vacation prizes and send it on to someone so they can find out “Why Idaho?” 
3. Step up and invite potential meetings to Idaho. What personal and/or professional groups are you associated with? Send your leads to the (xxx local CVB and email) about possible meetings and conventions to meet in (local area). Corporations, professional and social associations, hobby groups, reunions, and board meetings are great resources for potential meeting business. If the size or interests of the potential group necessitates meeting elsewhere in the state contact Karen Ballard, Administrator for the Idaho Division of Tourism, Karen.ballard@tourism.idaho.gov who can take your lead and facilitate the conversation with another convention & visitors’ bureau. 
4.  Take advantage of all those great packages on www.visitidaho.org and indulge your own Adventures in Living in the state of Idaho, it’s good for our economy and your well-being.
5. Finally, if you have a short-term, vacation rental in Idaho, please remember you must collect sales and bed tax. Please check with the Idaho Tax Commission to see if you are subject to collecting the tax. 

We can all do our part to continue to grow (community name) and Idaho’s economy, one tourist at a time!
